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Gerry Kearsley 1922 - 2004

Sedgefield Harriers are honoured to be able to award the Gerry Kearsley Memorial Trophy.  In memory of Gerry these are a few lines about the man himself who was an inspiration to all who knew him and all who know his memory.

Gerry died at the age of 82 in 2004 while training in his back garden with his next marathon in mind.  After taking up running at the age of 62 Gerry had completed over 50 marathons in the UK and around the world.

It was the Coxhoe Fun Run in 1984 that inspired his interest.  These were the days of the mass explosion of interest in running inspired by the London Marathon, the Great North Run and books such as James F. Fixx’s The Complete Book of Running, credited with ‘inventing’ jogging.

Over the next 22 years Gerry would complete the London Marathon 3 times, the New York Marathon and The Athens Marathon.  Nearer to home he completed the Great North Run, the Neolithic Marathon on Salisbury Plain, The Guernsey Marathon, The Tour of Tayside and many more.  Gerry’s favourite was the Malta Marathon where he achieved celebrity status and which he completed many times.  Gerry had been in Malta in WW2 as a member of the Fleet Air Arm.  When the Maltese organisers heard of Gerry’s death they held a minutes silence in his honour before the start of the 2005 event.

Gerry was a very familiar figure training around Sedgefield.  He was often seen heading North from Sedgefield towards Bishop Middleham for his favourite training routes.  These routes are now followed by our own club on training runs and used for our Club Handicap.  It is therefore fitting that the Gerry Kearsley Memorial Trophy is presented to the winners of the handicap race, which is run over those routes.

As Sedgefield Harriers was not around when Gerry was running his miles he became a member of Billingham Marsh House Harriers.  When Sedgefield Harriers was formed in 2005 his widow Peggy had no hesitation in approaching Sedgefield Harriers to promote a memorial trophy to Gerry’s memory.

Gerry will always be remembered by those who were blessed to know him though the memories will not be restricted to running.  Gerry was an irrepressible enthusiast for life.  He influenced and encouraged many runners and young people in many walks of life from Sedgefield and nearby.  His is a great example to follow.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Gerry Kearsley Memorial Trophy is in fact 3 trophies presented to Sedgefield Harriers by Gerry’s widow Peggy and his immediate family including his son Darran, his daughters Patricia and Sonya and his sister Maureen and brother Tony.
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