Report of Sedgefield Serpentine 2011 by Race Director Matthew Jones

Perfect weather for yesterday's Serpentine trail race was only slightly marred by a blustery wind. That wind turned out to be the tail end of Hurricane Katia so it could have been a lot worse. The course was in terrific condition with surprisingly little mud & sludge to run through,which meant an enjoyable race for the 124 runners who made it to the start line.

Some towering performances were recorded this year,the super quick winning time of 35.58 was set in spite of the wind by James Askew; this was his 1st win here & he left 3 time winner Terry Wall trailing over a minute behind. Terry also had over a minute of comfort zone before 3rd place Andy Chadfield crossed the line.

Tracey Waller of  Hartlepool's Burn Road AC romped home to win 42.54 a new ladies course record. This left last year's winner Sarah Jane Oates to battle it out with Katherine Hackett of Quakers,but Sarah held on for 2nd.

Sedgefield Harriers were running well too, Janet Raper just missed out on a sub 50 minute finish & was Sedgefield's 1st lady. While Jonathan Baines,who was 6th over all crossed the line 1st for Sedgefield Harriers men in 38.43, a remarkable time for the 17 year old.

This year's race was followed by a barbeque which was organised by the Scouts & went down a storm with hungry runners & marshals,and it was great to see lots of people sticking around long enough to attend the presentation.

Sedgefield Harriers along with their friends & family deserve a big pat on the back for coming out en masse to help & support this event. It was the best one yet but only because so many of them gave their time & effort freely. So a big thank you to everyone who took part; we hope to see you all again next year. 

